
victim of identity theft, you can get your credit 
report more often. 

You should also consider putting a "credit 
freeze" on your credit report. This locks your 
credit, making it much more difficult for 
criminals to open accounts in your name. Do an 
internet search for "credit freeze" for additional 
information. 

Use a shredder to shred 
bank statements, old 
checks, prescriptions, 
and anything with your 
personal  identi f iers  or 
account numbers listed. 

Keep personal information in 
a safe place, away and hidden from those that 
don't have permission to have it. 

Limit information in your wallet. Only carry 
credit cards that you plan to use. Don't carry your 
Social Security card in your wallet. Make a copy 
or list of items in your wallet, including customer 
service numbers, in case your wallet is stolen. 

Place good passwords on your accounts (include 
numbers and letters when possible); don't write 
them down or keep them where they are easily 
found. 

Minimize the use of the mail for banking and 
paying bills. Don't mail bill payments from your 
home mailbox. 

Watch sensitive information on your computers 
and smart phones. Make sure they are "wiped" 
clean of personal information prior to disposal 
or selling them. 

Check your bank/credit accounts often. If you 
find activity that you did not initiate, contact 
your bank immediately. 

Many times the perpetrators of identity theft 
are not local criminals, but could indeed be on 
the other side of the world. The federal agencies 

keep track of this information. This is why you 
should report the fraud/scams to the agencies 
listed in this pamphlet. 

Where can I find further information 
about identity theft and different 

kinds of fraud and scams? 

If you would like further information about 
identity theft, and different frauds/scams, check 
out these web sites: 

FfC.gov 
IC3.gov 
LooksTooGoodToBeTrue.com 

John DiFederico

Chief of Police 

17 4 South A venue 

New Canaan Police Department 
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